
L/A8/2010 t4:,t1 FAX 9903894
@ oo3

-2-
Let me assue you that Transport Canada's mandate is to protect the health and

pr"ry ofthe public. This is whyfor almost 30 years both rranspo* canaaai;;, d.h9yt"y as represented by the liubber Association of Canada have been iJoili"g rr.---
public 1o put identical tires on all wheel positions. In winter conditions, thi, nr.u* thut
winter tires should be fitted at all wheel positions for vehiclss such as those.described inyotu letter.

As you are aware we had cornmunicated with several 1;s sempanies for their
99inion1 on the matter of winter tire usage. Additionally, we comrcunicated wirh Ford
|4oto1 Company, the manufacturer ofthi cab and chassis of some MFAVs. fft-er. ir'-
broad agreement ttrat it is advantageous to have winter tires at all whlJ p"riri"r, fo. tU.
varied driving duty that is expected of all motor vehicles. ' . - -

It shoulcl be noted that vehicle manufactuiers, including chassis manufach.rers,
design the handling characteristics of ttidir vehicles around ideiticat tires at ali wheel
positions. Transport Canada's.rmdersta.nding is that the subject N.B. vehic,les have four.
rear wheels and two front wheels. As such, their natural hanot;ng ctraracteristic;iib. t
understeer due to the tire to roadway contact patch dissimilarity iet*rrn Aom -Or.*.The handling characteristics will vary dependilg on the location and mass of the.
passengers and luggage being kansported but will generally be a varying amount of
ru:dersteer, rather than oversteer,

- Incteasing uodersteer in winter conditions by means of rib &ont tires could fiuther
hinder the steerability and tha'efore conh'oilability ottt * v.rri.i*. ldotionatty, their usewill increase the stopping distance in snow, ice, and slush.

' We have been infory,ed that many ambulance fleets from ooast to coast (including
in N-8.) use winter tites at all sjx wheel iositions to enhance h;dilrg and braking. It
should also be noled rhat 4lbulgces opirate under all types of roaa conditions, and
:fl93 :t.is-t/ high speed' Ambulances are built on vehjcle chassis simiiar to tlose used
for MFAVqs

. ; Transport canadatakes the.safety"ofthe havelling public very seriously. .The
transporLatior,r of studeys;s of particularimportance,and has led to the developrnent ofspecific s-afety skndards for school buses and for other buses that are empioyed as
Multi-Function Activity Vehicres. These buses have an 

"*r*pr*y *;;;'#;;;cring
their occupanls. Tlausport Canada believes that the use of winter tires in aJI positions onIightduty vehicles further sthances their safety- 'ffris opinion frur urto been widely
echoed by the tire indusoy. Th9'only area that seerus to'generate some variety.of opinion
is the stability of MFAVs ar highway speed when 

"qulppea 
wC*i.,t* ti."* vs. orher

tires, onthe front axle.
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