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Subject: Opinion reg
buses

lhe usage of winber Eires on steerJ.ng axles of smalL school

Thank you for contacting me to offer your assisbance in the selecEion of tlre safest tire
options for our 20 passenger buses, As a tire manufacturer we appreciate arrd value your
opinlon on such matters

Recently the Provj-nce of New Brunswick has tahen ownership of some twenty passenger buses
which are rear wheel drive construction utilj.elng on€ t.on chassis!. This size of bug had
noE previously been util1zed in our fleet and our standard sqhool bus Lire policy wae
applied, thac ls ribbed/steering tires on the steering ax1e and ririnter or tracbibn tir.es
on Lhe drive ax1e. Recently some individuals and tire manufacturers have suggested Lhat
RAC certified winter t.i.res should be utilized on all axles as Lhese buses have 16I' wheels
and "winber" Cires are awailable in thaE size

These buses travef as'rinter-city" buses, that is, the vasts majority of travel- will be
fromoneciEyLo.anof,her,'onhighway,withminirnaIurbantrave1.Thepo}icyfor
uL,ilization of, these buses is such that travel during incl-ement weather i.s probibited.
With thaE said, some Eravel during snowfall will inevitably occur,

The prow.ince hag reeained the serviceg of an independent, Autornotive Engineer;t,o provide
,advise t.o us on thig very important, matter" f have attached his reporE for your yeview.
fn-summaryl (IIru.omrnend" thatr on rear wheel drlve vehicles we ghoul.d.rnaj.ntain rear
axle craceron domr"na-nce by installing traction,/winter tires on Ehe d.rive/rear axle and
ribbed tires an the front/sEeering axle, His conLeneion is that rear w\ee1 drive vehicles
equipped wlth tracLion/steering tires and Lravefing at highway speeds inherently reduce
the risk of oversteer foss of directional stability, and al1ow Ehe driwer a better cbance
of maintaining or recovering direcuional. control in'an evasive or correct,ive action"

I would appreciate receiving your written opinion regard.ing the safesE tire seE-up for
thesebusEs.P]easefeeffreetocontactmeforadditionaIinformatio.'uttfl

Your tirnely response wouLd be very much appreciated,
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